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MTEC SMARTZONE ANNOUNCES UPCOMING SMARTSTART CLASS 
  
HOUGHTON, MI – May 16, 2019 – MTEC SmartZone (MTEC) announced today that they will be 

holding another series of SmartStart classes starting June 5, 2019. SmartStart is an MTEC 

program that is designed to educate and guide entrepreneurs through the process of validating 

and growing their business idea. SmartStart includes six separate class sessions over the course 

of a six to the seven-week timeframe where participants develop their business plan; identify their 

target market and the consumer; learn how to build a team; and calculate potential funding needs. 

The SmartStart program was developed to help entrepreneurs take their business ideas and 

develop them using proven business development methods to achieve success. Sessions are led 

by Jason Mack, Vice President of Business Development, who brings his experience in startup 

development to the teaching space.  
 

“Upon completion of the SmartStart program you will be able to articulate every element of your 

business: from financials to targeted customers and everything in between,” said Jason Mack, 

VP of Business Development at MTEC. “It will also introduce you to a network of people places 

and things, all dedicated to your success.”  
 

Jason will use materials from Wendy Kennedy’s manual, “Business Model Generation, Start-Up 

Owner’s Manual, and a Step-by-Step Guide for Building a Great Company” to assist SmartStart 

participants with developing their business idea using effective, tested models. SmartStart is open 

to anyone who wants to bring their business idea to the next level but needs help reaching their 

goals.  

 

Upon completion of the SmartStart classes, certain participants will be evaluated  for participation 

in other MTEC programs and services.    These services include access to the MTEC incubator 

and accelerator facilities, programs that foster and develop access to markets and partners, as 

well as getting connected to MTEC’s service provider network of human resource, staff 
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development, book keeping, legal advising and other essential business building resources. 

Ultimately, MTEC’s goal is to assist in the development of innovative ideas that result in 

successful, sustainable businesses in our community and driving economic improvement 

throughout the region.  

 

To learn more about applying to the SmartStart class and other MTEC programs, go 

https://www.mtecsz.com/smartstart/ or call 906-487-7000.  
  
 

### 
 
 
 
 
About MTEC  
Michigan Tech Enterprise Corporation (MTEC) SmartZone is one of 20 SmartZone Incubators in the State 
of Michigan. As a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization directed by the Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation (MEDC), their mission is to accelerate high-tech businesses growth in the region. Since 2003, 
MTEC SmartZone has provided mentoring, technical support, and other services to local companies that 
have led to the creation of over 800 high-tech jobs in the Houghton/Hancock area.   
  
About MEDC  
The Michigan Economic Development Corporation is the state’s marketing arm and lead advocate for 
business development, job awareness and community development with the focus on growing Michigan’s 
economy. MEDC’s Entrepreneurship & Innovation initiative establishes Michigan as the place to create and 
grow a business by providing high-tech start-up companies with access to a variety of critical resources, 
such as funding and expert counsel, from ideation to maturation. For more on MEDC Entrepreneurship & 
Innovation, visit michiganbusiness.org/entrepreneurship  
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